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Objectives and Description 
 Welcome to Spanish 1! This course aims to build upon students' knowledge of how to 
exchange information in Spanish in verbal and written forms, as well as how to interpret and 
analyze information in Spanish through reading and listening. Moreover, it aims to strengthen 
students' presentational skills in Spanish, help them build connections between Hispanic 
cultures and their own, aid them in linking their knowledge of Spanish with their knowledge of 
other academic disciplines, and encourage them to use the language for real-world purposes 
beyond the classroom setting. The following is a list of topics which will be explored throughout 
the semester, over the course of four units: 
 

 My School Life 
 All About Me 
 My Home and Family Life 
 Let’s go out to eat! 

 
Assessment Goal  
Every student will be able to score 85% or higher on the Spanish 1 Final Exam. This exam will 
assess the most important skills and concepts from the entire semester and will help determine 
whether the student will receive Spanish 1 credit. 
 
Materials  
You MUST bring the materials listed here to class EVERY DAY. 

 Three-ring binder (at least one-inch) 

 Paper 

 Pen (blue/black) or pencil 
 
You MUST keep the following item in the classroom EVERY DAY. 

 Marble composition book OR pocket folder (to hold vocabulary activities, i.e. flashcards) 
 
Optional: 

 Index cards (to make flashcards with) 
 
Binder Organization 
Students may be asked to fill out a Table of Contents in order to arrange worksheets, 



homework assignments, graded quizzes, and graded tests in a particular order in their binder. 
(Each of the items placed in the binder would be numbered.) This would make finding the items 
easier for the entire class during review sessions.  
 
Grading Policy 
How you will earn your grade:                                            Scale 
 
Informal Assessments----------------15%                                        A   90-100  
   Classwork                                                                                         
   Homework                                                                                           B   80-89 
   Warm-Ups (on warm-up sheets)                                                                                                                       
   Exit Tickets                                                                                                C   70-79 
                                                          
 Formal Assessments                                                                                      D   60-69                            
   Quizzes--------------------------------45%         
   End-of-Chapter Exams-------------40%                                                                F   below 
                                                        
 
Grading Policy (by Semester) 
How you will earn your overall grade: 
 
Final Exam------------------------------20% 
 
All Other Grades----------------------80% 
 
                                                                                                      
Warm-Ups, Classwork, Homework, and Exit Tickets 

 Warm-Ups (Calentamientos): Completed on the warm-up sheet passed out at the 
beginning of each week; done within the first five minutes of class, then stamped by Mr. 
Giovanniello 

 Classwork: Serves as extra in-class practice; sometimes collected by Mr. Giovanniello 
 Homework: Stamped by Mr. Giovanniello at the beginning of class, then collected after 

in-class review 
 Exit Tickets: Sometimes collected and graded 

 
Other Classroom Policies 
Class rules will be reviewed during the first week of the semester. Students commit to abiding 
by these rules at ALL TIMES by signing a “Discipline Plan” sheet. Any violation of rules will result 
in consequences, which will also be explained during the first week, being imposed.  
 
Extra Credit will periodically be awarded to students for good participation. Extra credit tickets 
can be used to add extra points to quizzes and tests (with the exception of the Final Exam). 
 
Team points are awarded to certain groups of students. Team points are used to keep tabs on 



which groups of students are putting forth a concerted effort to learn Spanish! Prizes are 
sometimes passed out to winning teams, and points can sometimes be used to “buy” a class 
party. 
 
Late Work 
Homework, warm-ups, and exit tickets submitted late will receive a twenty-point grade 
deduction for each day beyond the original due date, unless the student is absent from class on 
the day an assignment is given. Late assignments, as well as quizzes and tests, will not be 
accepted/made up more than three days after the due date/completion date, unless students 
have an excused absence for one of the days between the assignment date and the three-day 
deadline. Students are responsible for obtaining the homework, classwork, notes, warm-ups, 
and exit tickets if they are absent. They are also responsible for asking for a written “G”, 
which tells the assignment was at least satisfactorily completed, EVEN IF THEY WERE ABSENT. 
They may speak to their “buddy” or Mr. Giovanniello DURING ILT, NOT DURING CLASS, for 
missed assignments. 
 
Attendance is mandatory every single day. 
If you know you will be absent, let Mr. Giovanniello know ahead of time. 
If you are not in class, YOU are still responsible for copying down missed notes (by seeing your 
“buddy” or coming during tutoring sessions) and taking missed quizzes or chapter exams within 
three days of the original date (unless you have an excused absence). 
 
Retakes are available if you fail a quiz, but not if you fail a test. In order to retake a quiz, you 
MUST ask Mr. Giovanniello about what it is that you need to do to be eligible for a particular 
retake. The retake score cannot be higher than an 80%.  
 
Seating will be assigned for the semester. Mr. Giovanniello has the right to change seating 
assignments at any time, if he finds it necessary to do so. 
 
Restroom passes will be restricted to two per semester, and should be used only in the event 
of an absolute emergency, in order to minimize class disruptions. Please use the restroom 
before or after class. 
 
Cheating will not be tolerated. Students caught cheating from another’s work, plagiarizing 
others’ work or ideas, or submitting work not completed by them will face severe disciplinary 
action. 

 Google Translate: Can be used to look up individual words that have not been given 
to you in the notes. However, DO NOT use it to translate phrases (groups of words 
without a verb), clauses (groups of words with a verb), full sentences, or 
paragraphs. THIS IS CHEATING. 

 
Tutoring will be available during ILT, i.e. during lunch. 
 
Communication is extremely important! Please ask questions if you do not understand the 



material. Also, make sure that you communicate with me during ILT if you are uncertain about a 
grade for a particular assignment, or how to complete an assignment. 
 
Checking grades on Parent Portal is ultimately the responsibility of the student and the parent. 
While Mr. Giovanniello will make every effort to notify a parent ahead of time if his/her child is 
in danger of failing, or if his/her child has had a major grade shift in the recent past, students 
and parents are encouraged to monitor grades often in order to ensure learning takes place, 
and success occurs. Mr. Giovanniello sincerely hopes for all of his students to excel in Spanish!   
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
STUDENTS: My signature indicates that I have read and understood the terms explained by           
Mr. Giovanniello in this syllabus: 
Signature_____________________________________________ 
Date______________________________ 
 
PARENTS: I have discussed this course syllabus with my child. 
Signature_____________________________________________ 
Date______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 


